Syllabus (Mr. McAuley) –First Nine Weeks
Ninth Grade honors English

The goals for this unit
     a. Examine the background and techniques for creating an essay 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience LAFS.910.W.2.4

.
     b. Analyze Character: Motivations 

Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme. LAFS.910.RL.1.3
     c. Analyze Point of View: Cultural Background  

Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world literature. LAFS.910.RL.2.6.
     d. Determine Purpose: 
Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or purpose LAFS.910.RI.2.6.
Literature Selections
a. Summer Reading: To Kill a Mockingbird and The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks
b. Letter from a Birmingham Jail. (Martin Luther King, Jr.)
c.   Short Stories—The Scarlet Ibis (James Hurst), The Most Dangerous Game (Richard Connell), The Lamb to the  Slaughter (Roald Dahl), The Sniper (Liam O’Flaherty)
d. 
Selections from Edith Hamilton’s Mythology
e. 
Homer’s Odyssey (Fagle’s translation). You will want to purchase this if at all possible so you can annotate as you read. 
Writing

a. Journaling to foster thought and discussion

Grammar
a. parts of speech (noun, verb, adjective, adverb, preposition, personal pronoun, conjunction, interjection) 
b. types of nouns (subject, direct object, object of preposition, indirect object, predicate nominative) 
